
     Marimba Performance Notes

In the second movement, much four-voiced rolling is required.  Unless otherwise
indicated, all notes with a rhythmic value larger than a sixteenth-note are to be rolled. The
performer is encouraged to play these passages with a “ripple” roll-- that is, a roll in which
each of the four mallets strikes at a different time, as opposed to the standard roll in which
the two mallets of the right hand strike together in alternation with the two mallets of the left
hand that also strike together.  Furthermore, it is preferable that the mallets strike in the
following order-- 1-2-4-3, if the mallets are numbered as follows:

1    2             3      4
L.H.              R.H.

Also in the second movement, the intended style of rolling in monophonic passages
requires explanation. Traditional performance practice dictates that a roll simply serves to
simulate a sustained pitch. The sound is re-articulated as quickly as is necessary-- faster on
higher notes, slower on lower notes-- in order to produce this effect.   In this movement
however, rolls are not simply intended to sustain the sound. The performer is encouraged to
be free and expressive with the speed of the rolls.  For example, a particular note may begin
with a fast roll that gradually diminishes in speed; perhaps the next note in the melody would
then begin at the same slow speed and accelerate, or perhaps it could begin with a completly
different speed.  In any case, the speed of the roll should not necessarily be determined by
the sustaining power of the marimba bars.  Very slow rolls in the high register may certainly
be employed to great effect.  Here is a possible realization of the following passage.
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It would be possible to notate the entire movement in such an exact way,  but it would be
complicated, tedious, and would only work correctly only under ideal circumstances.  The
effectiveness of any particular realization depends on many variables including the sound-
quality of the marimba, the hardness of the mallets, the size of the hall, the exact tempo and
the size of the string section.  I view this approach to rolling as being similar to the vibrato
and portmento that is employed by string soloists.  In both cases, the line between subtle
expression and gross melodrama is very fine, and the marimbist should only attempt to
employ the technique if s/he has a clear aural vision of what s/he is attempting to project
musically.
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Concerto for Amplified Marimba and Orchestra

PATRICK LONGI.

© 1995 by Patrick Long
Published by www.longsound.com

f d b A A

(or marimba and tape)

Conductor score, orchestral parts and tape available

(In performance with tape, marimba
need not be amplified)

Marimba (4 1/3 octaves)
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Note:  The section between figure C and H
is being revised.  The marimba figures will
be retained however.
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