Program Notes

Composed in 1994, Strange Loops was first performed on December 1, 1993 in Kilbourn
Hall at the Eastman School of Music, with Shafer Mahoney, Kristin Tait, Amy White and
Noel Painter playing the drum parts, and the composer conducting and playing the
woodblock. The title comes from a book by Douglas Hofstadter called, Gédel, Escher
Bach: An Eternal Golden Braid. This book draws parallels between the theoretical
mathematics of Godel, the optical illusions in the illustrations of M.C. Escher, and the
circular harmonic and formal constructions of Bach's compositions. In Strange Loops, the
repeated "loops” are meant to be "strange” in the sense that the meter that is perceived by
the listener changes gradually as the loop section evolves. As new notes are added, the
downbeat and meter seem to shift, and the true meter in which the players are thinking
and counting only becomes apparent in the final version of each loop. These looping
sections are offset by barbaric ritornello passages, in which the players must execute loud
and rhythmically complex figures in perfect unison.

Performance Notes

The conductor (player one) should stand in front of the ensemble and-- while playing
the woodblock with one hand-- deliver cues (and conduct beat patterns when
absolutely necessary) with the other hand.

Repeat bars marked with an "X" are to be repeated for an undetermined number of
times. The conductor should wait for each of these loops to lock in and groove before
signaling the players to move to the next set of repeated bars.

Tightly tuned drums and small cymbals and gongs are preferable to aid in rhythmic
clarity.

In player one's part, the bass drum is not used until the very end of the piece, and it is
preferable that its inclusion in the work be a surprise to the audience. Place the bass
drum off to the side of the stage, so that no one in the audience knows that it is
included in the piece. The conductor has plenty of time to move to it in the repeated
bars 136-138. It may also be effective to have another player appear from backstage
just in time to play the bass drum part.

Patrick Long
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Thank you for downloading this composition. If you ever perform this piece is
public, please send a program to the address below.
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Commissioned by the Syracuse Symphony
Orchestra Percussion Ensemble, 1994

STRANGE LOOPS

for five percussionists

Full Score &
Part for Player One/
Conductor

PATRICK LONG
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* The conductor cues the end of each
4 repeated section. Please repeat each

Conductor/W.B./Bass Dr. X' bar at least 2 times-- thank you, PL
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Commissioned by the Syracuse Symphony
Orchestra Percussion Ensemble, 1994

Strange Loops

music for five percussionists

Player Two PATRICK LONG
Bongos, sus. cymbal
(download scores and mp3s
from www.longsound.com)

J =10 - 126 (ﬁ remains constant throughout)
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Commissioned by the Syracuse Symphony
Orchestra Percussion Ensemble, 1994

Strange Loops

music for five percussionists
Player Three

Timbales, sus. cymbal PATRICK LONG

(download scores and mp3s
from www.longsound.com)

J =110 - 126 (oh remains constant throughout)
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Player 3 - page 2
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Commissioned by the Syracuse Symphony
Orchestra Percussion Ensemble, 1994

Strange Loops

music for five percussionists

Player Four

Two concert tom toms, suspended
cymbal and a gong or tam-tam

PATRICK LONG

(download scores and mp3s
from www.longsound.com)

J =10 - 126 (oh remains constant throughout)

(felt mallet) 5 - -on the rim w/ stick shoulder
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* use areversable mallet, with a
drumstick on one end and a hard felt
head on the other.
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Player 4 - page 3
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Commissioned by the Syracuse Symphony
Orchestra Percussino Ensemble, 1994

Strange Loops

music for five percussionists
Player Five PATRICK LONG

Two low tom toms, suspended (download scores and mp3s
P from www.longsound.com)
cymbal and a gong or tam-tam

J =110 - 126 (ﬁ remains constant throughout)

(felt mallet) -on the rim w/ stick shoulder
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* use areversable mallet, with a
drumstick on one end and a hard felt
head on the other.
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