for Jennifer Blyth

SONATA WITH WORDS

for piano and computer music system

In silence, these titles will appear:
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I. Prologue (2005)

Sonata with Words
for piano and computer music system

Poems by Eric Berlin
Music by Patrick Long
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The rest of the texts will appear at
the correct moment in the music
automatically.
1. Prologue
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It was with some sadness that I wrote
this piece using Eric Berlin's poems,
because I don't know where he is now.
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I knew him in the late 1990s, when he

was a student in my computer music class.

Eric was smart, funny, and eccentric, sometimes
to the point of being somewhat unsettling.
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Unlike me, Eric was a pure artist. He
was much more interested in having and
discussing ideas than in the mundane process
of actually finishing projects.
)” A
48 ]
[ fan | | |
D ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! !
o
fe® o he = o fo® - H . . - o
oo oo = oo doTe ofFe|l loete oo _ oFe _oTe
o)y @* —® I - - @ —® I L i —® I e —® I
P | | | | | | | | | | | | | | | |
7 1 1 | | 1 1 1 1 1 1
— —
1
‘While and undergraduate at Harvard, we
worked on a clay animation film for three
years. The script called for a 30 minute film,
but when he graduated, he'd only completed 45
seconds.
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But I saw those 45 seconds, and they
were truly beautiful.
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He was taking a computer music class 3
because he was interested in finding a new
and engaging way to present his poems
to an audience.
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Eric never turned in a final project
and he sort of disappeared at the
end of the year, so I don't kow if he
ever succeeded in his goal.
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But the last time I saw him, he gave
me these four poems, and I promised
to use them in a piece-- not as song lyrics,
but in some new and creative way.
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It's taken a long time,
but here it is.
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I1. Little League
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(the sostenuto pedal activates recording:
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* This text will display on the screen exactly as you strike these notes.



BAL )
T
1
L )
TN
Eiwg
L]
Y KN
£ i)
™¢ [T
1 8
e & ||
H o =
g R
[ | | = | | |
P .
Un [T
@ il
e S 1)
i .m -
TN
T &
1nla = »
u <
1]
1] m ]
a2 X
172]
i 2
<
LJ R (Nip.E
4 I LY
(5]
S
g
S K
o | &
= .
W= e
g
— a l.l
Q
| g
o] .
= 1
Iy
< ﬂp/
bt

M
==

i |

[
Ko
T )
-
Nt
1)
kE ﬁ-d
1
T .pw
XN
. .pw
= LN
-
ﬁnﬂ.
’ e
B N
Tl
nii o)
JXIXT
T e
LN
T e
<y ﬂp/
— S — -

be

b

o

|4

|
Ll
gl

M
.\
1)

%/

4

Er
b - oo

21

e

to the edge of

him

fol - lowed

we

b

be

24

i
o Hi
»
N N
B
Al
I
TN 2 e
= = S =l
iV.an .m
L I L)
o
Atay A
L
o
N 3 e
w
__ﬁ. ) i
L YRZ e
__ﬁ. =
L Y ¥
LN
e 3 [
=
__ﬁ. Z
Q
=
g
) ¢ ™
L
e = N
W 1
OUm L)
2]
el
L I
E
L I 1)
N A
—m S ——

26

Ao

ik Wq
Ll =
W 5
= T
8
£
I
Nl T
Lt
Az.-
I
XX
] i
(YH
(RN L)
LYH
] |
(YH
(i »
'. H%p
X
‘l 1
L)
S I‘Q
< ./
— S —



:..,L____ Trty
w2
. o
g
(5]
k=)
___H 5
o |19
3
U D
O
TN
1
. S
|| z Ly
2
E 172}
[a+4
KN
L]
LN
| =
Naj
1
HEL ]
=
- o~
|| el 1in
I
.
[
o
KN
S
IR )
SEN QAR
I
o
Q
™0
C ﬂp,

30

S e T

be

=

Ili s
L 1L
g
L &Hll
o |
—_a
q
ol ]
Q]
LN
(Y
—a
Q|
A Nln
i |
NG ',
| s %.
1 1q
ol oE —M—y
Llen o
||||‘ me %H i
iV.an el
LU f
LI LEOS
< ﬂp/
—N S ——

=

32

IR
iy
= v 1
[ i
LN 1IN
»
1a
[l
o ]
—_a
[ T
N LN
[
LN
e [T
L ﬁww
Y i
1N
[ ) ]
o\
q 9
T
o HEN
Aoml | %n\/
N ]
q t »
(1] B
e -7 (]
LN N
Kt
L] »
—a 1 a
P Y
! -
&
!
—m S ——

34

JLLi
A e
A
ni Am-e
||u.>
LN
ni I
- KN
A
LN
N0 NGO
| &
. j
Hw p
o
=15
o]
N2
z
| | ]
50
N E
. 8
N
o
=}

Ll

——

S

out her face

I could-n't make

37

|l "
18

he
@
=

N

|
|
h e

| "V
17

40

-Fm Hc1>
A it )
5 A
s 1
Wi a\g= by
4--m.
© KN
THE . bl
1 e Ll
z I
) | 5 A
2
g L
(0]

s [T
Ex e
D o

i) I w>
LB
v L]
TTe
) A
TTe
A
4 LN
: e
KN
A
Ll
ap/
—— S ——

43



P 3 3 3 3 3
)7 4 N N I I |\
fes—¢& T " 1 = Y Y £ 7 i )
51 ebe e o g ioleie *0le | Phetete o & o 81
ST oeHTTT @ &M RO 4 r¥ge e
Kd_/ and then the
T = o T J
T |l ™| @ @ . ™ @ ¥ T
L = T L 7e be ST e g & b
0 |
)7 A I I I /1 I | I I
V | | | L= 3 | | | ] N\ I I | & N\ |\ I I
. . [l ] . 1 N I 1 I I I 1 N N I I
RS B ¢ L b-bg:g: T B e e e T T e e
stage - coach came to a stop a man with a mush-tach and a hat leaned
| 4
_9:_—-'3 E—ir d' '-:i 3} — I - -
| L= 3
= v De » = = j
49
Rep.
[a) |
)7 4 f | | —— i
V Il [ I N\ I F | I I | | I— 1N I N\ F |
[ . Y| | | | InY | | | | | | [ D Y | | | 1) | N | |
oD e A
F PO o 9 @ | & o "0 o g bo—o oo o &
=8
off his horse and in through the  win - dow rest - ing his arm that held the
= - = = -
|24 [ D
4 T
53
Quasi recitative
e o
5 e e e O fetelefri
w”""vv e I~ I A B
o 4 D14
— ®
gun gim-me all you got he said we don't have a- ny-thing left
£ . . [—— _—
] : = 3 = e )
1 ; e e e e
# j LS 3 L2 3 kil
57
(this note turns on fast repeater)
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(words appear on screen during rest)
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IV. Time Travel

J =68 Freely, delicate and hypnotic - searching

IV. Time Travel
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J: 68 As at the beginning. Quasi recitative

Eric came to class one day after being absent
for several weeks, and said that he may have
found the secret to time travel.
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His idea was to identify a massive astronomical I can't remember all the details, but his
object such as a black hole, and to then move ideas was surprisingly plausible as he
yourself in a mirror image of its speed and rotation. explained it.
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Then, the following text appears in silence:

I never said goodbye to Eric, because he just disappeared at the end of the year (with no final project submitted)
However, he did leave an audio message for me on the electronic music studio computer.

I will play this message for you later, but in it, he refers to a gift that he has for me-- a "face", that he has left "downstairs"
I eventually found it, and here it is. (picture of clay figure is shown)

This next movement is the music that I imagine this clay man would play, if he could play piano.

P.S. I counted his audio message, which included some quirky electronic sounds, as his final project.

Then, begin movement V. Toccatta Man



V. Toccatta Man
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